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COMMENTS OF CHIEF JUSTICE DONALD W. LEMONS UPON 

RELEASE OF THE REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL 


DISCOVERY RULES 


At the direction of the Justices of the Supreme Court of Virginia, a special committee on 

criminal discovery rules was appointed. The committee was chaired by The Honorable Thomas 

D. Horne, retired judge of the 20th Judicial Circuit. The committee was representative ofdiverse 

interests including prosecutors, criminal defense lawyers, law enforcement officials, academics, 

clerks, victims' advocates,judges and members of both the House of Delegates and the Senate of 

Virginia. Over an II-month period in 2014, the committee considered proposed changes to the 

Rules of the Supreme Court ofVirginia, as well as recommended amendments to the Code of 

Virginia concerning discovery procedures for criminal cases in the courts of the Commonwealth. 

The committee delivered its report to the Supreme Court of Virginia on December 2,2014. 

The Court appreciates the leadership ofJudge Horne and the thorough consideration of 

many complex issues by the committee. Today the report is released to the public for 

commentary. The Supreme Court of Virginia neither endorses nor rejects any of the 

recommendations of the committee at this time. 



Comments on the proposed rules must be received by June 30, 2015, and must be 

forwarded to: 

Patricia L. Harrington, Clerk 
Supreme Court of Virginia 
100 North Ninth Street, 5th Floor 
Richmond, VA 23219 

OR via email with the subject line, "Comment on Criminal Discovery Rules" to: 

scvclerk@courts.state.va.us 

mailto:scvclerk@courts.state.va.us
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Report of the Special Committee on Criminal Discovery Rules December 2, 2014 

Special Committee on Criminal Discovery Rules 

Committee Membership 

The Honorable Thomas D. Horne 
Judge, Twentieth Judicial Circuit 
P.O. Box 727 
Leesburg, VA 20178 

The Honorable Rossie D. Alston, Jr. 
Judge, Court of Appeals ofVirignia 
9255 Center Street, Suite 410 
Manassas, VA 20110 
Phone: 703-365-8871 
Email: ralston@courts.state.va.us 

The Honorable Marjorie T. Arrington 
Judge, First Judicial Circuit 
307 Albemarle Drive, Suite 400 A 
Chesapeake, VA 23322-5580 
Phone: 757 382-3050 
Email: mtarrington@courts.state.va. us 

The Honorable Robert B. Bell 
Member, Virginia House of Delegates 
2309 Finch Court 
Charlottesville, VA 22911 
Phone: 434 245-8900 
Email: DeiRBell@house.virginia.gov 

The Honorable Randy I. Bellows 
Judge, Nineteenth Judicial Circuit 
4110 Chain Bridge Road 
Fairfax, VA 22030-4009 
Phone: 703 246-4175 
Email: randy. bellows@fairfaxcounty .gov 

IX 

Thomas J. Bondurant, Jr., Esquire 
Gentry Locke Rakes & Moore, LLP 
P.O. Box 40013 
Roanoke, VA 24022-00 13 
Phone: 540 983-9389 
Email: bondurant@gentrylocke.com 

The Honorable Robert S. Brewbaker, Jr. 
Judge, Fifth Judicial District 
105 N. Main Street 
Suffolk, Virginia 23434 
Phone: 757-514-7790 
Email: rbrewbaker@courts.state. va. us 

Professor David I. Bruck' 
Clinical Professor of Law 
Virginia Capital Case Clearinghouse 
Washington & Lee University School of Law 
220 Sydney Lewis Hall 
Lexington, VA 24450-2116 
Phone: 540 458-8188 
Email: bruckd@wlu.edu 

Ms. Virginia M. Coscia 
Director, Office ofthe Commonwealth's 
Attorney Fredericksburg Victim Witness 
Program 
P.O. Box 866 
Fredericksburg, VA 22404-0886 
Phone: 540 372-1040 x 313 
Emai I: vcosci a@fredericksburgva.gov 
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Major Jack Davidson 
Virginia Sheriff's Association 
Washington County VA Sheriff's Office 
20281 Rustic Lane 
Abingdon, VA 24210 
Phone: 276 676-6003 
Email: jdavidson@washso.org 

The Honorable Michael R. Doucette 
Commonwealth's Attorney 
Virginia Association of Commonwealth's 
Attorneys 
P .0. Box 1539 
Lynchburg, VA 24505 
Phone: 434 455-3760 
Email: mdoucette@ocalynchburg.com 

Professor John G. Douglass 
Professor of Law 
University of Richmond School of Law 
25 Westhampton Way 
University of Richmond, VA 23173 
Phone: 804 289-8198 
Email: jdougla2@richmond.edu 

The Honorable Randal J. Duncan 
Judge, Twenty-seventh Judicial District 
55 East Main Street, 3'd Floor 
Christiansburg, VA 24073 

The Honorable Michael N. Herring 
Commonwealth's Attorney 
City of Richmond 
400 N. 9th St.,# I 00 
Richmond, VA 23219-1998 
Phone: 804 646-3500 
Emai I: michael.herring@richmondgov.com 

Bonnie Hoffman, Esquire 
Deputy Public Defender 
Office of the Public Defender 
3 East Market Street 
Leesburg, VA 20176 
Phone: 703 771-2507 x 105 
Email: bhoffman@lee. ide. virginia.gov 

X 

December 2, 2014 

John S. Koehler, Esquire 
Chambers of the Hon. Lawrence L. Koontz, Jr. 
Supreme Court of Virginia 
P.O. Box 687 
Salem, VA 24153 
Phone: 540-387-6018 
Email: jkoehler@courts.state.va.us 

Alex N. Levay, Esquire 
Attorney-at-Law 
29 North King Street 
Leesburg, VA 20176 
Phone: 703 777-6801 
Email: alexlevay@levaylaw.com 

ChiefTimothy J. Longo, Sr. 
President, Virginia Association of Chiefs of 
Police 
606 E. Market Street 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Phone: 434 970-3280 
Email: longo@charlottesville.org 

James McCauley, Esquire 
Ethics Counsel, Virginia State Bar 
707 East Main Street, Suite 1500 
Richmond, VA 23219-2800 
Phone: 804 775-0597 
Email: mccauley@vsb.org 

The Honorable A. Donald McEachin 
Member, Senate of Virginia 
4719 Nine Mile Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23223 
Email: district09@senate.virginia.gov 

Stephanie Merritt, Esquire 
Department Counsel 
Department of Forensic Science 
700 North 5th Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
Phone: 804 786-6848 
Email: stephanie.merritt@dfs.virginia.gov 
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The Honorable Michael L. Moore 
Judge, Twenty-ninth Judicial Circuit 
P.O. Box 435 
Lebanon, VA 24266 
Phone: 276 889-8049 
Email: mmoore@courts.state.va.us 

SaraN. Poole, Esquire 
Office of Legal Affairs 
Department of State Police 
P.O. Box 27472 
Richmond, VA 23261-7472 
Phone: 804 674-2056 
Emai I: sara.poole@vsp. virginia.gov 

Douglas Ramseur, Esquire 
Virginia Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers 
207 Granby Street, Suite 200 
Norfolk, VA 2351 0 
Phone: 757 314-2354 
Email: dougramatl@gmail.com 

The Honorable George E. Schaefer 
Clerk, Norfolk Circuit Court 
I 00 St. Paul's Blvd. 
Norfolk, VA 23 51 0-2273 
Telephone: 757-664-4580 
Email: gschaefer@courts.state. va.us 

Administrative Assistant 

Sharon F. Board 
Chambers of the Hon. Lwrence L. Koontz, Jr. 
Supreme Court of Virginia 
P.O. Box 687 
Salem, VA 24153 
Phone: 540-387-6082 
Email: sboard@courts.state. va.us 

December 2, 2014 

The Honorable Stephanie Murray Shortt 
Commonwealth's Attorney 
County of Floyd 
1 00 East Main Street, Room I 08 
Floyd, VA 24091 
Phone: 540 745-9369 
Email: sshortt@floydcova.org 

The Honorable Richard H. Stuart 
Member, Senate of Virginia 
P.O. Box 1146 
Montross, VA 22520 
Phone: 804 493-8892 
Email: district28@senate. virginia.gov 

Vicki Tate 
Clerk, Wythe County General District Court 
245 S. 4th Street, Suite 205 
Wythewille, VA 24382 
Phone: 276-223-6075 
Emai I: vtate@courts.state. va. us 

Virginia B. Theisen, Esquire 
Senior Asst. Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General 
900 E. Main Street, 5th Floor 
Richmond, VA 23219 
Phone: 804 786-4775 
Email: vtheisen@oag.state.va.us 

Law Clerk to Judge Horne 

Kyle Winey, Esquire 
P.O. Box 727 
Leesburg, VA 20178 
Email: Kyle. Winey@loudoun.gov 

'Prof Bruck resigned from the Committee upon his appointment to serve as counsel to Dzhoklmr Tsarnaev, one of the alleged 
perpetrators of the 20 I 3 terrorist bombing of the Boston Marathon. 

xi 
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